
 

 
1 

 
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE (PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY 

CARRIAGE LICENSING) 
 

 
Wednesday, 18th March, 2020 

 
Present:  Councillor Melissa Fisher (in the Chair), Councillors Diane Fielding (Vice 

Chair) and Terry Hurn 
 

Apologies Councillors Sara Britcliffe MP, Stewart Eaves and Joyce Plummer 

  

 
301 Apologies for absence, Substitutions, Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Britcliffe MP, Eaves and 
Plummer, due to the meeting being voluntarily limited to the quorum in the light of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations. 
 

302 Minutes of Last Meeting Held on 4th March 2020 
 
The Minutes of the Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing) held 
on 4th March 2020 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as 

a correct record. 
 

303 Licensing Procedure for Meetings of the Committee 
 
The General Licensing procedure to be followed at the meeting in relation to hackney 
carriage and private hire drivers’ and operators’ licences was submitted.  A copy had been 
sent to the licence holder. 
 
Resolved - That the Procedure be noted. 
 

304 Licensing Guidelines 
 
The Institute of Licensing’s Guidelines for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Trades was 
submitted, which was used to assist Hyndburn Borough Council when determining the 
suitability of applicants and licensees in the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire trades.  A 
copy of the Guidance had been sent to the licence holder. 
 
Resolved - That the Guidance be noted. 
 

305 Exclusion of the Public 
 
Resolved - That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) Local 

Government Act 1972, the public be excluded 
from the meeting during the following item, 
when it was likely, in view of the nature of the 
business to be transacted, or the nature of the 
proceedings, that there would otherwise be 
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disclosure of exempt information within the 
Paragraphs at Schedule 12A of the Act 
specified at the item. 

 
306 Report Relating to a Licensed Private Hire Driver (SA) 

 
 
(Exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 1 – 
Information relating to any individual) 
 
The Licensing Manager, on behalf of the Executive Director (Legal and Democratic 
Services), submitted a report outlining matters relating to an existing hackney carriage and 
private hire joint driver’s licence in connection with the licence holder (SA).  Wendy 
Redfern, Licensing Manager and Ivan Tough, Licensing Officer, were in attendance at the 
meeting. 
 
In accordance with the licensing procedure, the licence holder (SA) and a representative 
had been invited to attend the meeting and in that regard, the applicant was in attendance 
with a representative. 
 
The Committee was informed that on the 05/04/2019 the licence holder had e-mailed the 
Licensing Department to say that he had received a letter to indicate that he had been 
issued with 6 penalty points on his DVLA driver's licence.  He had stated that he had been 
unaware of the situation until he received the letter.  He had said that he had submitted a 
statutory declaration to the court to have the case re-opened and the Court had informed 
him that the points would be withheld until the case had been heard.  The licence holder 
was asked to keep the Licensing Department informed.   
 
On the 18/12/2019 an annual online check had been carried out with DVLA on the licence 
holder’s driver’s licence.  The check had revealed that he had received 6 penalty points on 
the 14/08/2019 for an offence of using a motor vehicle uninsured against third party risks.  
The offence had taken place on 29/08/2018.  A copy of the DVLA check result was 
provided to the Committee as Appendix 1. 
 
The Committee was also informed of the licence holder’s explanation of the situation when 
interviewed by licensing officers on 10/02/2020.  Members were reminded of the Council’s 
guidelines in relation to motoring convictions, which stated that where an applicant had a 
conviction for a major traffic offence or similar offence, a licence would not be granted until 
at least 7 years had elapsed since the completion of any sentence imposed. 
 
The Committee also heard that the licence holder had been reported to the Council 
previously by the licensing officer of another local authority for an incident that took place in 
their district on 27/09/18, which related to not wearing his driver’s badge.  A warning letter 
had been issued to the licence holder covering that matter and a couple of other incidental 
matters that had been brought to the Licensing Department's attention.  A copy of the letter 
was made available to the Committee as Appendix 2.  
 
The Committee was informed of the licence holder’s explanation as to the circumstances of 
that earlier incident.  Members were reminded of Section 54 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, which provided for the wearing of badges and the 
associated offence for contravening that provision. 
 
The licence holder’s representative provided oral evidence on behalf of the licence holder in 
mitigation of the two incidents described and outlined the licence holder’s actions to report 
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the conviction to the licensing department.  He also purported that the licence holder 
remained a fit and proper person to hold a joint driver’s licence. 
 
Members asked a number of questions for clarification, both of the licence holder via his 
representative and of the licensing officers present. 
 
The Licensing Manager and the licence holder, assisted by his representative, summed up 
their cases. 
 
The Committee was requested to consider the matters contained within the report and the 
oral evidence provided by the Licensing Manager and by and on behalf of the licence 
holder, to determine whether there was reasonable cause to suspend or revoke the licence 
holder’s hackney carriage and private hire joint driver’s licence, whether to issue a warning, 
or whether to take no further action. 
 
Decision of the Committee:- 
 
Resolved (1) That the Committee notes the circumstances 

which led to the licence holder receiving a 
conviction for using a motor vehicle uninsured 
against third party risks and that the licence 
holder has admitted that this was due to a 
mistake. 

 
(2) That the Committee notes that the conviction is 

serious and has resulted in the issuing of six 
penalty points on the licence holder’s driving 
licence. 

 
(3) That the Committee imposes a one month 

suspension as to the licence holder’s hackney 
carriage and private hire driver’s joint licence. 

 
(4) That at such time as the licence holder’s 

licence is due for renewal (23 January 2021), 
the renewal application will be determined by a 
hearing before the Committee, rather than 
under the delegated powers available to 
officers. 

 
(5) That the licence holder may exercise a right of 

appeal to the Magistrate’s Court within 21 days 
of this decision, but should he wish to notify 
the Licensing Department of his intention to 
forego his right of appeal he may commence 
the period of suspension with effect from the 
date of such notification.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
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Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 
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